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on 9.In a successful effort to combat the
devastating consequences of the opioid epidemic,
drug abuse prevention programs have been
provided for some time to educate children about



the dangers and negative consequences of drug
abuse. In 2017, nearly a million high school
seniors received their high school diploma,
marking the culmination of their secondary
education and preparation for their education and
work lives. It is encouraging to know that the
efforts of school-based drug abuse education
programs have succeeded in reducing teenage
drug use and the number of teenage drug users.
Yet drug abuse prevention education programs
can be improved and delivered more effectively to
teenagers. Accordingly, the National Institutes of
Health (NIH) recently funded a five-year, $3.2
million dollar program to support more schools
and adolescents in delivery of more effective drug
abuse prevention programs. The University of
Wisconsin-Madison (UW), in collaboration with
research partners, including the University of
Pittsburgh, has been awarded one of these five
funded grants. We propose a 12-year, $55 million
dollar program that will involve 6 years of center
funding and 6 years of individual project funding.
The proposed center will be called the Drug Abuse
Research Center at UW-Madison (DARC UW). The
primary aims of the proposed DARC UW will be to:
(1) build on our prior work in drug abuse



prevention education research in secondary
schools to develop, test, and deliver more effective
drug abuse prevention programs in two different
secondary school settings; (2) build on our prior
work in secondary school drug abuse prevention
research to build a university drug abuse
prevention research network; (3) build on our
prior drug abuse prevention research in secondary
schools to develop and implement an easily
scalable, website-based drug abuse prevention
program for delivery to adolescents 04aeff104c
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