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dogSerological markers of recent human
papillomavirus infection in the white population of
northern Italy. Serum samples from 874
volunteers were tested by enzyme-linked
immunosorbent assay (ELISA) for evidence of past
or current human papillomavirus (HPV) infection.
The overall age-specific HPV prevalence was
13.6%, significantly higher than in the previous



studies. HPV-6 and HPV-16 were the most
common types in women (45.0% and 17.0%,
respectively), while HPV-11 was the most
prevalent type in men (20.9%). Overall, HPV
prevalence increased from young to middle-aged
adults, peaked during the 5th decade, and then
declined. Infection with HPV types 16, 31, and 33
was positively associated with later age at first
sexual intercourse, with increasing numbers of
lifetime sexual partners, and with low
socioeconomic status. These findings were
confirmed in separate analyses of the three
geographical areas studied. These results suggest
that (1) HPV infection is widespread in the Italian
population, (2) low socioeconomic status is a major
risk factor for HPV infection, and (3) previous HPV
vaccination may be partially effective, as
demonstrated by an overall decreased HPV
prevalence./* * Copyright 2018 Google Inc. * *
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