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us government faces a string of damaging setbacks in its long-
running battle over public access to the internet. first, the
department of commerce has withdrawn a proposed rule on net
neutrality that would have ensured equal access to the internet.
then, the federal communications commission voted to prevent the
cable companies and other internet service providers (isps) that
control the wires into homes from throttling or blocking access to
content they dislike. and now it's the department of justice that has
imploded, after the director of the federal bureau of investigation
(fbi) announced that the agency "would not recommend
prosecution of media outlets for their publishing of classified
information." the announcement, by fbi director james comey, is a
devastating defeat for president obama's administration, and a
boost to civil liberties groups that have long argued that the media
must be protected from government intrusion when reporting on
classified and other sensitive material. as senior staff attorney
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bruce rusk, of the nonprofit reporters committee for freedom of the
press, told the guardian: "it's pretty clear that this administration is
not going to respect journalists’ privilege to protect sources and
their work product. the rule that would have done just that - a
strong and enforceable rule - has been pulled." the new fbi director,
james comey, has added his weight behind the push for a free
press, as well as a free and open internet. (craig barritt/getty
images) comey's announcement comes days after edward
snowden, the man who leaked a cache of documents that showed
widespread government spying on us citizens, pleaded his case in
an interview with the guardian. "i'm willing to sacrifice all that,"
snowden told the newspaper. "i don't need to be in a position where
i would endanger people in order to do the right thing.
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