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Version.The Beautiful Steal The Beautiful Steal (also
released as The Marvellous Theft) is a crime novel by
American writer Sidney Sheldon, released in 1961. It

was adapted into a 1962 film of the same name,
starring Elvis Presley and Claudia Cardinale. Plot

summary The Beautiful Steal is a private detective
novel by Sidney Sheldon and is also the second novel

in a triple-decker series of what he calls "elephant
books". Sam Kirk, a struggling young widower, is
approached by Pat Shea, an old friend and former

client from their days in the advertising agency, to find
her new husband, Richard Harrison, who has recently

disappeared on a business trip. Sam's girlfriend,
Karen, is a stonemason and a close friend of Richard's,
who is thrilled that her friend has found a wealthy man
to marry. Sam is grateful for the chance to spend time
with Karen, but after he and Karen finish having sex at
her old apartment, he discovers that Richard has been
kidnapped. Later that night, Karen goes into labor and
there is no time to call Sam because she has to go to
the hospital. Sam must make a hasty decision to go

and find Richard, and he also has to make an equally
hasty decision to allow Karen to deliver the baby.
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When he finds Richard, he is tied up and someone has
smashed his face. Richard explains that he has been

kidnapped and explains how he and Karen arranged to
meet at an apartment that evening so that she could

give birth to their first child. When Sam hears the
story, he immediately understands what is at stake for
Karen, and he frees Richard and then quickly leaves.
Karen, alone with her new baby girl, cries and smiles
at once, with pride and joy. Sam then calls Karen to

apologize, but she tells him that it is too late for that.
Sam realizes that she is in love with Richard, and that
he plans to marry her. Sam then realizes that Richard
hired two kidnappers to get Karen out of the way. Sam
realizes that Richard has good reason to do that. Since

his wife died the previous year, Richard desperately
wants to have children with Karen. Richard married
Karen when his first wife died, and he e79caf774b
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