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Skyraider The Douglas A-1 Skyraider, or Vampire, was a two-seat aircraft used by the United States Air Force from the early 1950s to the early 1960s. The Skyraider was a development of the A-26 Invader and B-25 Mitchell. The Skyraider was a light attack aircraft capable of higher speeds and with greater range than the A-26. Design and development The United States Army Air Forces carried out a demonstration program to determine whether a very light

twin-engine attack aircraft with a powerful armament was needed for close air support, helicopter escort, and other close air support missions. The first prototype, originally designated as A-26, started as a're-engined' Mitchell with new wings but later became a 'clean' Mitchell design. The first prototype of the A-1, the A-26A, first flew on 18 May 1950. The A-26A, as originally configured, was over 3 tonnes heavier than the Mitchell and was intended to
replace the Mitchell as the primary attack aircraft in USAF service. Initial flight testing of the A-26 was done by Vultee Aircraft (later Vultee Aircraft of California, Inc. after they purchased Vultee in January 1953) and lasted into the spring of 1951. Vultee also performed this type of aircraft for the United States Navy, where it became known as the Vought A-1 and achieved 100% serviceability. The Navy's 'F' model was essentially the Navy's Model 265A

with the appearance of the Model 301 flying boat engine. By the time Vultee finished their testing and delivery of the A-26, they were not in a position to manufacture the A-26 due to a lack of sales. Vult
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